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large number of persons took a deep interest in the mutter of reform
but these three were the most famous of all. Colet, who had a great
deal of learning, did his best to reform education and Sir Thomas
More, a famous Dutchman of letters, created a strong desire in men's
minds for reform in education and religion. Sir Thomas More wrote
his famous book 'Utopia' in which he discussed the social and poli-
tical problems of the age and drew the attention of the people to-
wards the necessity of reform in education, religion and other spheres
of life. Sir Thomas More is also known as the Saint of the Renais-
sance.

THE INFLUENCE AND   EFFECTS   OF   THE   RENAISSANCE

1.  Influence on Letters.   The Renaissance movement led to the
revival of Latin and Classical learning (a study of Greek and Latin
languages).   Many schools, colleges,   and   universities  were   opened
on new lines and models.   Greek and Latin languages began to be
studied.   Knowledge spread among the masses.   "Under the influence
of the Renaissance they (the people) now began to study not only
Aristotle but, the poets and historians of Greece and Rome in the
original tongues, and to enjoy them rather to treat them as text-books
for mental gymnastics."    (Rayner).

2.  Influence on Mind and Thought.   The   Renaissance   infused
in the minds of people a love for free enquiry and discussion.   People
began to believe in observation  and   reason,   and   refused  to   take
things for granted.   They wanted to  ascertain truth  by  themselves,
go critically into the nature of things.   It made people critical.  They
ceased to believe blindly in religion  and   things   as   they   appeared
to be.

3.  Influence on Religion.   The Bible was translated and widely
circulated.   The people began to form   their  own  religious  notions
and interpretations.   This weakened the authority of the Pope and
the clergy.   The Renaissance infused in the people a keen desire for
reform in the Church.   People did their best to remove the abuses
of the Church and the clergymen.   Ignorance, supersitition and bigo-
try were removed to a large extent.   The life of the clergymen be-
came more moral and pure and the tone of the Church was raised.

4.  Influence on Society.   It broke the feudal society.   The mid-
dle classes prospered while the nobles lost their power.   The pros-
perity of the middle classes rested upon a powerful central govern-
ment and so the kingly power increased.   It also helped to bring
into existence the National States.

5.  It Prepared People's Mind for Reform.   Preachers and scho-
lars drew attention of the people to prevailing vices and corruption
that weakened purity and character of the Church.   The people be-
gan to attack openly the places like monasteries  which were  once
thought to be ideal houses of purity, sanctity and all that was noble
and good in life.   The minds of the people were seriously prepared
for reform.   When Martin Luther attacked the abuses of the Church
and appealed to the people for immediate refor'm in the affairs of
the Church, the people readily welcomed the Reformation Movement